PHOTOVOICE PROJECT - PARTICIPATORY VISUAL RESARCH-
BASED APPROACH TO STUDENTS  EXPERIENCE OF
ACCESSIBILITY

PROJEKTLEITUNG  Harter-Reiter Sabine
PROJEKTTEAM  Camedda Donatella, Trinity College Dublin
KOOPERATION  Trinity College Dublin
VEROFFENTLICHUNGEN ZUM * Harter-Reiter, S. & Camedda, D. (2024). Wirk-lich von Bedeutung. Photovoice
PROJEKT als partizipativer Forschungsansatz fir Studierende mit Lernschwierigkeiten.
Gemeinsam Leben: Zeitschrift fiir Inklusion. 32(3), 156-164.
» Camedda, D. & Harter-Reiter, S. (in Druck). College Voices: co-researching the
experience of students with intellectual disabilities in higher education through
photovoice. Journal of Policy and Practice in Intellectual Disabilities, 21(3).
Dissemination der Ergebnisse durch zwei Ausstellungen:
» College Voices. (2023, May), Trinity College Dublin, Main Campus, Dublin, Ifand.
» Students” Photo-Voices. (2023, December), PH Salzburg, Austria.
WISSENSCHAFTLICHER + Camedda, D. & Harter-Reiter, S. (2023, 23. August). Exploring the college
VORTRAG ZUM PROJEKT experience of students with intellectual disabilities through photovoice [Vortrag].
European Conference on Educational Research ECER “The Value of Diversity in
Education and Educational Research”, Glasgow, Scotland/UK.
LAUFZEIT  2022-2024

INHALT

This project investigates the college experiences of twelve students with intellectual disabilities enrolled in a post-secondary
programme at an Irish university. By employing Photovoice, a visual participatory research method, the study allowed participants
to capture photographs that document, reflect on, and communicate their concerns, as well as promote social change. The project
was modeled on research-based teaching. The course (of the ASIAP programme at TCD) focused on human rights, particularly
the right to education (Art. 24 UN CRPD). It was explored through practical human rights education, highlighting experiential
learning and action development.

ZIEL
The project aimed to support students' empowerment and self-advocacy through co-researching their experiences as college
students. The guiding research questions are:

¢ How do students with learning difficulties experience university?

¢ To what extent does photovoice facilitate students' expression of their lived experiences?

¢ How does integrative research-based teaching promote applied learning of human rights?

METHODE

Photovoice as an inclusive research method ensures accessibility and participation for people with intellectual disabilities,
involving them as co-researchers to shape the research agenda and outcomes. This approach allows changes in traditional power
dynamics, advocating for research conducted with or by people with disabilities rather than on them. Photovoice is within the
framework of the Inclusive Participatory Action Research methodology (IPAR). It allows collaboration between researchers (with
and without learning difficulties), including those typically marginalised or underrepresented, to highlight their role in knowledge
generation and identify and address issues of mutual concern. The key components of the study were the photovoice exhibition,
as well as an insight gathered from focus groups and a survey. Student engagement as co-researchers varied at different project
stages.

ERGEBNISSE

The final exhibition of 36 edited photos, organized into three thematic sections, was a powerful medium for students to share their
experiences with a broader audience, fostering awareness and understanding of their unique perspectives. The focus group
results showed that in daily life as a student, stress and time pressure dominate, triggered by tight schedules, deadlines, and
anxiety about assignments. Positive feelings arise from overcoming challenges and social interactions. The findings reveal that
students' experiences of university life are multifaceted and deeply personal. Engaging in Photovoice not only allowed them to
articulate their experiences but also to advocate for their rights within the educational institution and beyond.



